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BOK | 
Reformajion of Mankzns, 

IN THE 
Cities of. mentangmgy Wahi, 


GENTLEMEN, 


F* H EWatld is by this time pret- 
 2y. wel. acquainted with the lau- 
da Je flow. you. have taken up. of 
meeting t ether four times in the 7, ear ; 
viz. the firſt Monday after,cach. uſual 
| Nuarter-day, to joyn in publick Prayers 
to Almighty God for a Bleſſi ing, upon your 
Erdeavours , and \to hear a Sermon 
that may diref or encourage yau in the 
Great and. Pious Work. you have under- 
taken. ' This is a Cuſtom very well bee 
coming \ your Spirit and Dejign. a our 
Cauſe being the Cauſe of God , 
honourable to own it by appearing A 
penly in his Houſe, and very 
A 2 g%- 


OY 


WT: to ſhew my Reſpett to you, in 


I am fo hearty"a Friend” to" your. So- 
cieties, and the Work you are engaged 
in, that I am glad of a publick Oc- 
cafion of declaring it ; © know. many of 


your Perſons, and am not a ſtranger to your 


Rules" and Methods'; and there appears 
to me ſo much Uprightneſs "and Inte- 


grity among;you, and ſo much” Prudence 


and Diſcretion" in your Proceedings, 
that as I am' highly ſatisfied with -you 


my Je If, ſo I would readily embrace 


4 oppertunity" to recommend you to the 


cem of my Brethrev, and of all Good 
Mew. ks 3 G _ 

"Indeed I think there wants ' nothing. 
tb" recommend you to the whole King- 
dom, but to make you ſufficiently known, 
and to lay open to the World what you 
propoſe as your End, and by what means 
you 


The Epiſtte Dedicatory. _ 
| ,you proſecute. it. There is a very good 
Fo odio thi by the pull 
 colent has been given of your Conſlitution, 
and by printing your Quarterly Sermons, 
and. Tihoerfing "them is the Countries, 
where at is to be hoped theſe things may 
do much. Good, and may ſtir up thoſe 
'wmho are well enclined, to carry on the 
Same Reformation in all other Parts of 
the Kingdom ; which"is one Reaſon, as 
well as. my regard to your Requeſt, that 
, enclines -me to the publication of. this 
Diſcourſe... - IA 
This is too evident ; that Debanchery, 
| Prophaneneſs and Irreligion, have of late 
viſibly encreaſed in our Land,-to the 
great - diſhonour of Almighty God, and 
the reproach of our Nation ; and tis 
1ery. reaſonably to be feared, that if 
! ſome reſolute Methods be not" ſpeedily 
taken to ſuppreſs them, they will calf 
| down divine Vemgeance upon us, and 
be..our Ruine, Now I freely profeſs I 
| do not know any way ſo likely to put 
a flop to theſe crying Sins, as that 
which you make uſe of ; the combi- 


ning together to detec profligate Per- 
ſons. 
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ſons. and. bring.them to legal Punith- 
ment. \ AZ. that can be wiſh'd 7s,\ that 
the, ſame way were become Untoerſal, 
aud. that: all. the. reſt of the Cities. and 
populous Towns in England, bad. So- 
cteties. formd after your Model, which 


atting. together with, a True, To, 
Chritian Courage, would by the Þ efſing 
of God, quickly trumph over Iramorality 
ad Prophancndls....ITEYTT 
The' two great Obliruttions you have 
to encounter with, are the Oppoſitions of 
ill Men, and the Suſpicions of the Up- 
right and the Good : The latter of theſe 
zs now ina great meaſure worn off, and 
the honeſt part of the Nation are gene- 
rally pleaſed and ſatisfied with you, and 


will be more aud more ſo, as they become 


ſuch Combinations, an 


leſs ſtrangers to your Condutt. This was 
a conſiderable difficulty you had to ſtrug- 
gle with in the Infancy of your Socteties, 
for even good Men might be jealous of 

apprehenſive that 
they might degenerate into Parties, and 
Drvifions ; but you have ſhewn your ſelves 


ſo very tender.and careful in this Point, 


and ſo exattly conformable to our Conſti- 
| | | tutron 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

tution both in Church and State, that 
there is no umbrage left for ſuch a ſuſpi- 
cion; ſo that you have now very great 
reaſon to confide in Gods Proteftion, and 
to go. on chearfully in your Work, fimce ” 
his Bleſſing you have ſurmounted the 
greateſt and moſt diſcouraging Obſtacle to ' 
your Undertaking. 

The Greateſt, I fay, for as the'Op- 
poſttion of ill Men, it is no ſurpriſe to 
you, \tis what you expeited and were 
armed againſt ; but knowing your own"Tu- 
tegrity, you would be apt to promiſe your 
ſelves that all honeſt and pious Men would 
be of your Party, and it would natarally 
be ſome ſome ſhock to you, to find ay of 
them backward and ſuſpicions : Now this 
Point being happily weather d, you may 
ſteer with great aſſurance ; wicked Men 


will, without doubt be virulent againſt 


you, but they will never prevail over you, 
as long as you have the approbation and 
concurrence of the Good. Thoſe you ate to 
expect as your laſting Enemies, and Ene- 
mies that will att to the utmoſt of thei 
power ;, Calumnies, ill Arts, falſe Repre- 
ſentations and barefac'd Impudence will 
| JE 
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be ' oppoſed to. your Progreſs ; But then 
= hte our Diſcipline, and the Blef- 
 fing of God will Corvert a great many of 
theſe, or-at leaſt hinder their recruits ; 
and their Number ,, their Force, and 
their Confidence. will fall : - There 


may ſtill remain enow to exerciſe 


| you, but they will not. be confiderable e- 


wough to intimidate or diſorder you; and 
therefore be not afraid of their Terrors, 
neither, be troubled, but ſanCtifie the 
Lord God in your hearts. Go oz as you 
have begun under his protefion, and 
1 truſt in God that a few Tears will ſo 


multiply your numbers and ſtrengthen 
"your hands, that our Nation will have 


reaſon to praiſe God who firſt inclined your 
hearts to unite in theſe Pious. Societzes, 
and will have that to ſhew, which will be 
your greateſt Juſtification, and our own 
greateſt Happineſs, a General Reforma- 
tion. of Manners. Which is the earnt/t 
Prayer of, "With: 


_ Gentlemen, 
Your Aﬀectionate Friend and 
Faithful Servant in Chriſt Jeſus, -. 
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Nature" G Man, bs, bay ie at 
YPrAnge.: moves, by what means it 

y -bec;raiſed to Improyement, and 
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are that; coprupt its. Purityy diſturb/1 its 
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. Now as his Wiſdor chiefly led him 

to-ſach Enquin fog « ze Stg- 

tion he was in, gave him opportunity 

to enlarge, is Remarks,. þ 5: jou them 
an 


beyond Sih$le Perſons, to view 


© ane, jcties-of Mey), able iwas' 
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pf he repy tation | 

ſta ing, made & a Rs many foreign 
gk % "Und by Thy 
Sins he ad * h nities of n- 


: S fiſt 


Wan "Pha Miltyain < an 
Te Edd Gecay” 2 To-that we 
| EY Fahy to hae learr what 
fds''to - "oe: ty or Ruine of - a 
ens, Obſ®yations ; 
erefors thitcondtides Fhat-it 

+ tow" very "Grounds,* 2uport 
matyre'Con! jon, juſt kgs a0 
ana'th Conctrtent Sitlrage e beſt 
Jullges - 1n' this Marter, "hve he gives 
us the Maximiof my "Text." "Righte- 


ouſneſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is a 
repreach to any People. 
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| es he of the'proper 
Ml Aaning "of © the. Words; i prope DG 

ee therh j it k appear, that Mos 
e plven us not "as a Matter of bare 
i aatuing Dr. AS a Rate for" our Con- 
7, the ſeem'to' fu pppſe'a Dehre, 
at {leaft an: Ot in every Man 


to, promote the Reputation and Hap- 
pineſs 
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ines of his Country, 4nd toyi SY) 
L: "think ck ſhall handle theſs. Woes 
moſt  agreeably-t6 the /icw. of 
_ 4 them, [as Wont s 
De our preſent efing, 
cbr this following NY | 


| L. To: rb 2 .of the rn 
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ven, and toſhew; thir this /is beſt w 
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and difcounteninging'Sin- Andi, 2: 
nas gt ire how wwe. mayi al 
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in{//va: fe [:Stations foroveds to 
groar gnd excellent a Work, !'; 


TzzV'begin with the Guppoſition, Thar 
every” fingle Man.:ovght+ tq1; -endea- 
vour" the” Proſperitys of | the / Publick. 
AS' xve:were 'not made! 4y, ' {0/ngthtt 
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were we made forrour feliics, but: it | 


hasp "_- om Allie Creator/ſd.to 
109ld us ,>:a5 toencling us x aq 
is for it's Hehas given cvery 
Min Faculties'and Powets rot only-to 
Preſerys\ard Support himſcl; i 10 
be Helpbat':alfo toi thoſe about hinyz 
Self-love he has implanted in us, which 
is: generatly> ative enough to iextort 
the onex:and Aumavity and; the-Love 
of gur2Neighbours,'ds 2s really-root- 
ed in our Natureto quickemiist6 the 
other ; if intereſt make us love our 
el &,iReaſorrants ConfcienceoWillitell 
vo | that - We. alfo:'to: love our 
rethren The: Ability; which God 
ths NY oi every Man; :is:both- the,true 
Foundation and the true Boundary ob 
his Daty ;5tis-anl argument. thatihe 
ought t6 46 Good;:and-that heovght; 
to do all the-Good he-thn; c £very part 
of our Talent is deſign'd for Improve- 
ment, cand the» that wilt be-odifigant 
c_ tharſbare-that-is appropri- 
imfelf;o> and:neglet- that in 
Whih his Neiphhour bath an-Intereſt, 
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will gatcbe able-to- give a" WIG 


Add6anes tb-ihisoLprdi Befades,zvt 
rone>aexeral any; Good i is, ther 
it ſeems:to bekogmemonr/Duty3, for we 
have thervery-fame.reafon tobe. noubly: 
zealous fin pronieting:a:Publick Good, 
that) we/have:to do any. Goodcat alli! 
"Fig but juſt! that! outcHheels: ſhould: 
move in propettion} to; their: He/ghrs} 
and we ought in common parity of 
realbito be:-mare:actiye for The Wel- 
firexinawhols Kingdom;: thanofan 
thirof one fingl&/Memberi of ttz>And 
that>Uns 1s the} common 'ſenfet of 
Mankind ſeems plaia:enought; dro: 
the-Bſtoem! all! [Ages have had of Pub- 
heck: ;Benefactors!; H they that hayendes 
Itverd:Nations: from -Qpprefiion;.;or 
ptevaneed their:Neſtruction;> ar; found 
our ixvhar: tended:$o the Comfottonod 
Happineſs of 1akog:bave alyays been 
reputed the Greateſt-add: Beſt, ofsMeo; 
have been -Remembred,-: Celebrargd, 
and lotnetimes, by 100 blind;Grixiruge, 
ing Jokrge DA IO : 7; 1 i TINY 4”. 
1925 TO 250] 711igir: 
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*Pheſo-are 'the General Grounds 
on''which God: has founded: an:Qbli- 
cation of our- being truly concerned: 
tor: the Publick Good; but there are: 
alſo. many Particalar ones which con- 
car-:9 the fame: Deſign, and which 
help ito/-diſcover the (great::Reafona- 
bleneſs of-it;. of: Efiean: Lang 


ſence: mcotion: theſe Three. - 


DO R199 NOT $1 2): 
(YT hat our 2w# Incereft and. that 
oÞ tor Families and vies-1s 
concern'd "in it; "Werall reſt under 
/ _A "SS; 
itsHappineſs andcirs Misfortuhes.: We 
bue Members of tlie: ſame! .com- 
mon Body, and reſt; have our:Part ar 
whatever befals it: If che Generakry 
fuffer '\mmch, raked fs _—_ 
1-can-be exe rom 
4 pajt of the Burdeng neither wasichete 
ever/a:National Calamiry but did:one 
way” orether affe& the mean Perfort 
tharabetoag'd to-4i0. //This is::10) !har 
tryes that it is one Reaſon why'i!:Al+ 
mighty God does not A —— de- 
roy 


5 5 » , + 
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ſiroy the Wicked, becauſe in the ,or- 

dinary Things even Good Men would 

ſuffer by it. * Matth. 13. 29. Gather. 
not up the tares, leſt ye root up the 

ivheat with them. Though the Blood 

be corrupt we mult nor loſe too much 

of it, leaſt we weaken the Spirits that 

ſhould ſupport the whole. Sitice there- 

fore we are our ſelves embarqued in 

the Publick, ſince we are ſending our 

Poſterity, for which all Good Men 

have a natural tenderrels, into it, and , 
ſirice all our Friends, and” Relations, 

and thoſe we: with'well to, fail.in the 

ſame Bottom, we do but conſult our 

own Intereſt when we ſtudy and pro- 

mote its Proſperity. | 


(2.) Should it fo happen in ſome 

\ particular Caſes, that our own Intereſt 

ſhould thwart the Publick Good, and 
that we might raiſe our Fortunes by 

the Detriment of the whole Society ;: 

' in every ſuch Caſe there ſeems to be 

a tacit Agreement that we ſhould des 


part from ſuch an Advantage. It is 
C | one 
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one” of | the firſt natural Articles in 
every , Combination - and Fraternit 

that the Welfare of the whole Body 
ſhould be firſt conſulted, and that 
whenever it claſhes with that of a /tng/e 
Member, it ſhould forbid all Compe- 
tition ,; and therefore we find that if 
Men, Raiſe themſelves by - means 1n- 


jurious to a whole Nation, though 


poſlibly they do not act againſt any. 
particular Law, they are look'd upon 
2s Unjuſt and Perfidious, and are the 
object of publick- Deteſtation ; ; and 
the reaſon is, becauſe they act againſt 
the firſt 1.aw of all humane Society, 
which every Man is ſuppoſed to know, 
and conſent to, and which every par- 
ticular Law is but'a branch ot, and 
that is the Fublick Good. 


(3.) The farther we extend any 
Good we do, and the more General 
we make it, the nearcr we. come to 
the beſt and molt noble Examples, that 
we can propoſe to our Imitation. Now 
this is an Argument that works -upon 

a 
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a very Natural inclination in Man, - 
and that is, to make himſelf,as Con- 
fiderable as may be; for this will beſt 
be done by making himſelf like thoſe 
who'are confeſled to be the moſt wor- 
thy Objeas of our imitation; And 
here we we have, 1. The Example of 
all Good! Men,. who are recorded in 
Hiſtory as publick Benefaftors, the 
ſenſe of whoſe Service will always 
jo once honour and reſpe& to their 
emories, and Wake them eſteemed 
as the true Glory and Ornaments of 
2 People. 2. We have the Example 
of © Almighty God; whoſe Mercy 1s 
over all his Works, even over the 
Unthankful that forgets, and the A- 
theiſt that denies him : The Perfedti- 
ons of this Great Author of our Being, 
are not only to be admird, but as far 
as humane weakneſs will permit, to 
be imitated by us; he made us in his 
own Image, and we ought to preſerve, 
as far as we are able, the Lines of it ; 
and therefore our Saviour commands 
to be perfett as our Father which is in 
| C 2 Heaven 


12 A SERMON before the Societies, 


Heaven is perfe®, Matt. 5. 48. By 
which, though he does not deſign to 
puſh us on to the folly of thinking 
. to be Fqual with God, yet he excites 
us to reſemble him ; tho” it would ar- 
gue great ignorance bath of God and 
our ſelves to think we can reach his 
Perfettions, yet it woyld* argue as 
great an j_ir cry of our Makers W1ll, 
and the ſupream Rule of our Actions, 
not to g«ide our ſelves by them, and to 
come as near them as we can, 3. AS 
we are Chriſtians we have further the 
Example of Jeſus Chriſt the Author of 
our Salvation, whoſe Incarnation, Lite, 
Dodtine and Sufferings all tended tq 
promote the Happineſs of the whole 
World : Now the very bearing his 
Name obliges us to follow his Con- 
duct, and do all the Good we can to 
the World at the price of whatever is 
dear or agreeable to.our ſelves, He 
dies a /ſartyr to Chrillianity that lays 
down his Lite for the Brethren; and 
he-will have liis proportion of the Ho- 
nour who facrifices his Quiet, his In- 


| EY texeſt, 
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tereſt., or his Pleaſure to carry on 
any publick Good to Mankind. 


Thus much I thought neceſſary to 
ſay to the Suppoſition of my Text, 
That every ſingle Man ought to en- 
deavour the Proſperity of the Publick, 
. for this is the very, Sprizg gf all that 
follows, ſince Men will ſcarce trouble 
themſelves either in*hearkning to'D+ 
refions, or enquiring after Means, for 
the carrying on ot that, - to which 
they ſuppoie they are under no obli- 

ation. But when Men are fully fa- 
tisfied that they are bound in molt in- 
diſpenſable Tyes to fiudy and carry 
on the publick Happineſs, then they 
will in all-probability be ready to hear- 
ken to. thoſe Direions which may 
guide their Fndeavours to ſucceſs. - 


Il. 1 come thercfore now to apply 
the Diredion here given by Solomon, 
and to ſhew that the true means of 
carrying on the Publick Good is the 
promoting of /ghtcouſneſs and the dif- 

couragement 
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couragement - of $7x9. Where I ſhall 
endeavour to make out (1.) That 
Righteouſneſs does exalt a Nation : 
(2.) That Sin is a Reproach to any 
People. 


(1.) That Righteouſmeſs exalteth a 
Nation, or that a publick regard to 
Religion and Good Manners is an ex- 
cellent means tomake a Nation Great 
and Conſiderable. Now this is a 
Truth which I think does not need a 
very laborious Proof ; fince the Expe- 
xrence of all Ages confirms it, and the 
common Conſent of Mankind ſeems 
to admit it, 'Tis ſcarce deny'd by 
any who will give themſelves leave, 
either to think or diſcourſe ſoberl 
and when Men will be Vicious, tis 
not that they think Vertue is of no 
conſequence to the Publick, but either 
becauſe they are not. affected at all 
with the Happinets of any body but 
themſelves, or becauſe they think their 
ſingle Aid would be of no very great 


moment, and that others may w atch for 
theix 
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the general Safety, while zhey carry 
on their private Satisfaction. But that 
we may not think this to be only a 
common Error, and a popular Opi- 
nion, ſpread without any good Foun- 
dation, it may not be amis briefly to 
ſhew how Righteouſneſs does contri- 
buteto the Happineſs of a People; now 
this will appear whether we: ſuppoſe 
the Proſperity of ' a- Nation' to ariſe 
from a particular Bleſſing of God, or 
from the Natural Tendency of Things. 


x. If it ariſe from a particular Ble(- 
ſing of God. Sure it cannot be any 
where ſo rationally expected, as where 
both his Laws and his Worſhip have . 
their due Regard, that is, where-Men 
are Honeſt and Religious; if any cart 
claim a peculiar ſhare in his Aid and 
Protection, it muſt be thoſe who ſerve 
and obey him; for Obedience has joyn'd 
with it 2a natural expeRtation of £x- 
couragement and Reward, whichiim- 
plies in it a kind of Promiſe on. Gods 
part to anſwer what he has made it 

rea- 
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reaſonable for us to expect... I know. 
this Argument 15 ſometimes carricd too 
far, 'whert 1t 1s urged to. prove - that 
God myſt of necetlity reward and pu- 
niſh. Societies of Men according. to. 
their Merits in this Lite, becaule 
though /ingle Men riſe again, Corpora- 
tions and 'Kingdoms do not, nor have 
they any Being .in another World, 
where tle Account may be balanced. 
This, I fay, fecms to me to pulh the 
Argument beyond its duc bounds. .F or 
all the Perſons belonging to any Na- 
tion mult Jive. again, and .that mca-- 
ſare of Gods Bounty which ſeemed to 
be wanting to them in this life, may 
be abundantly ſupplicd in a future, and 
God has abundance of other ways to 
prove his Government of the .World 
beſides dealing with Nations and Peo- 
ple in a certain proportion: to their 
deſerts in this World. But thus far I 
think the Argument 1s of good force, 
toprove that in the ord7zary courſe of 
Things, it is what may rationally be 
expected ,- that the Blelling of God 


will 
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will attend a People in proportion to 
. their obedience to him and depen- 
dance on him. And it has pleaſed 
God further to encourage ſuch an Ex= 
peRation from the Account he has 
given us in his Word 'of his dealing 
with his People the' Jews, whoſe Pro- 
ſperity and Adverlity did always car- 
ry a cloſe connexion with their clea- 
ving to, or departing from the Wor- 
ſhip and'the-Law of their God. So that 
however God may Act in extraord;- 
nary Cafes, *where his Wiſdom has 
ſome great Deſign to carry on which 
1s inſcrutable by us, yet we may 
conclude, that theſe Caſes firice they 
are Extraordinary, will be+but rare; 
and that ſince Peace, Plenty, Strength, 
Prote&ion, Deliverance, and the like, 
are” National Bleſlings, a great honour 
and advantage to'a People, a ſtrorig 
encouragement to publick Piety, and 
like to be taken notice of in the World, 
God will generally reward the viſible 
Piety of a People with ſuch viſible 
tokens of his Favour, agd in his coms 

D mon 
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mon - government- of Mankind, will 
bleſs Righteous Nations with Proſpe= 
rity proper for them in this preſent 
life. » | 


2, Should we «ſuppoſe that God 
would not interpoſe any Speczal Act 
of Providence in this Matter, but leave 
it-to the common tendency of Things, 
Righteouſneſs would even this way con- 
tribute much to the Exaltation of a 
State. Juſtice, Charity, Peace, Lem- 
perance, Purity, Diligence, and the 
like, are the natural Offsprings of it ; 
and fuch Vertues as theſe wonderfully 
{trengthen a People. Piety ſets Mens 
Minds on-the Good of another World, 
and makes them not contentious for 
the Vanitzes of this. Juſtice will not 
defraud our Neighbour, and Charity 
will not provoke him ; Concord will 
wite Men, Purity and "Temperance 
ſtrengthen them, and Diligence- employ 
them ; and the more - Religious and 
Pious they are, - the leis Selfiſh 
will they be; and fo ds.” 

wil 
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will carry on this Strength, and Unity 
and Diligence- to the common Support, 
which muſt make a Kingdom Power- 
ful and Happy in it /eff, and careſled 
and dreaded by thoſe that are its 
Neighbours. 


(2.) Now by a juſt conſequence 
from this, $j» muſt be a reproach to 
any, People, and' muſt argue them 
" inſenſible of their o#n Honour, In- 

tereſt and Safety ; a Wicked Nation 
ſeems to overlook the moſt palpable 
Method of its own Preſervatzon, 
and therefore is juſtly deſpiſed as /##- 
pid and unworthy the regard of thoſe 
about it. God has not mezde the leaſt 
Inſet without a ſenſe of the Means 
to preſerve, and defend, and improve 
it ſelf; and theſe Means every ſenſible 
creature makes uſe'of., when 1t is 
not diverted by Yzolence; ſo that a 
profligate People ſeems to be one of 
the moſt /exfleſs Bodies in the whole 
Creation ; it has not ſo much as the 


Principle of Se/f-preſervation, cannot 
D 2 - boaſt 


Vo 
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boaſt of {o. much Prudence , as In 
ſtint gives the meaneſt Animals, and 
therefore is the moſt juſt Object of 
Contempt. 


This is moſt certainly a very de- 
ſerved Reproach, and there are a great 
many more that bear it company, but 
Iſhall content my ſelf ar preſent only 
to inſtance in theſe three, That Vyce 

makes Men unfit to Command, 2mn- 
willing to Obey, and unable to Exe- 
cute ; "and when this is the Condition 
of a People, I think we need not con- 
tend that they are: come to a very 
= ebb. 


.Vice makes: a People unfit to 
pane It takes away that Serzouſ- 
eſs and, Prudence that ſhould attend 
its Counſellors; ſhortens their Fore- 
ſ11ght, perverts their Aim, and troubles 
their Management. W hile Men are 
puriung, their own Luſts, or ill De- 
1;gns,»they feldom contrive or lay any 

g900d- genes for the Publick ; their Dee» 
batcs 


_—_ 
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| bates in the Senate center all in private 
[ntereſt or Fattion, they have no zeal 
in framing good Laws that ſhall-thwart 
their own 1ll Purpoſes, nor do they 
care to make Nets that may catch. 
themſelves. - Beſides by-ends and wic- 
ked Projeds in Governours will thwart 
each other, and looſen the Joints of 
Government, and will rather ſharpen 
their contrivance mutually to 'ruine 
one another, than to conſpire together 
for-the ſafety of the whole. 


- 2. Vice renders Subjeds unwillin 

to Obey, impatient of Laws and So 
Order, and uncapable of that Reftraint, - 
which is abſolutely neceſſary to- the 
orderly Government of a People. In 
truth, when Men Joſe- their Con- 
ſcience, Laws mult loſe a great deal of 
their Authority; for though Puniſh- 
ments are of very good ule to influence 
Men to dread the Magiſtrate ; yet tis 
Conſcience” that 1s the great univerſal 
Spring of Obedience when Men neg- 
let God and their own Reaſon, it 1s 
not 
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not to be'expedted that they will much 
regard their Governours, and where 
Men have no reſpect for Government, 
they cannot be/far from Confuſion. 


3. Vice renders Men unable to Ex- 
ecute, Sloath enervates them, Luxury 
overloads them, and Licentiouſneſs 
renders them impatient of long 'or di- 
ligent Application; ſo that ſuch a 
People are an eaſe Prey to a vigilant 
Droader ; their Negligence gives room 
for Surprize, and when it comes they . 
want vigour to repel the Shock. . Or 
ſhould they be ſecure from Attempts 
without, yet Remiſineſs within muſt un- 
do them, muſt make Diſorders frequent, 
all uſeful Projects abortive, and the 
Laws themſelves uſclefs; and what can 
the end of theſe things be, but Diſgrace 
and Ruane ? 


Our Government has, God be thank- 
ed, been;ſenſible at theſe things, and 
has furniſhed us with many good Old 
. Laws, and ſome New ones, tor the ſup- 
preſi;ng 
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preliing of Prophaneneſs and Immo- 
rality ; our Repreſentatives have, not 
long ago, addreſſed his Majeſty, that 
he would gractouſly pleaſe to give 
order for the vigorous Execution: of 
_ them, to the eftectual diſcouragement 
of thoſe ſcandalous Sins that have of 
late grown among vs, and to the en- 
 couragement of Vertue and Good Li- 
ving. And his Majeſty has been graci- 
ouſly pleaſed, out of a tender Care 
for the Souls of his SubjeRts, and a 
Princely regard to the Zonour of © his 
Government , .and the Good of . his 
Realms, to anſwer fheir Delires, by 
iſſuing forth his Royal Proclamation, 
which has been now read before you : 
So that we lye under all the obligati- 
ons of Reaſon, Relizion and Government, 
to do what we can to promote this 
excellent Work. The Groans of our 
Nation, the Counſel of our Senators, 
the Authority of our Laws, the Com- 
mand of our King, andthe Voice of 
God himſelf, doallconcur inpreiiing 
vs to the utmoſt Dzligexce and Applica- 
04 in 1t : And therefore I1f- Let 


/ 
( 
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Nt Ler us enquire-how we may af 
in our ſeveral Stations forward and 
promote ſo great and excelent a Work, 
Now this Enquiry will relate partly 
to the Magiſtrates, and partly to the 
People. 


(x.) As to the Magiftrare, whom 
God 'has intruſted with the Gqvern- 
ment of the Subject and the Exeeu- 
tion of the Laws, he ought no que- 
ſtion' to be eminently vigorous in fur- 
thering that Reformation of Manners 
which the Law deſigns, and which is 
ſo apparently the benefit of the Subjet - 
And his Duty will Iye chiefly in theſe 
Three Particulars. 


x. In a diligent Execution of thoſe 
Laws which are provided againſt De- 
bauchery and Irreligion. This 1s the only 
humane Method of reclaiming thoſe 
who have loſt their Conſciences, and 
regard to their-Duty. - Men may be fo 
profligate as to throw off a ſenſe of 


Gzi/t, but they will ſcarce be ſo har- 
dened 


Me 
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dened as not to regard Smart and 
Suffering : ' And theretore this is to be, 
pplied as the /a/t remedy for the re-. 
-covering thoſe who deſpiſe Admonitton 
and Reproof ; and this I take to be the 
meaning of thoſe many Expreflions 
in this Book of Proverbs which direct 
ftripes for the ſcorner, and a rod. for 
the Fools back, &c. They who ſcorn 
:ounſel may mind Correfion, and they 
who have. ſo much fo/y as to fin 
without ſhame, may have ſo:much 
tenderneſs as not. to ſuffer without re- 
gret. . This'is a means that. may' lead 
en by a ſenſe of Pair to that of their 
Ditty; and when they ſee they-cannot 
n-but they muſt ſuffer, they may 
rſt be ſober for tereſt, and by de- 
grees, through Gods bleſſing, may be 
ſo by Choice, Now. the Laws indeed 

areferite this Medicine, but 'tis the 
Magiſtrate that muſt apply it ; tis his 
Vigilance that muſt give Life to the 
Law, and if it be wanting, he makes 
himſelf guilty of. all thote Sins which 
Impunity invites ill Men to; Thus 
- E Con- 


—— 


rate and provoke them; (2.) It ought 
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Conſideration ought to awaken ,the 
Conſciences of thoſe who have taken 

this 7ruſt upon them, leſt they [x : 

partakers of other mens ſins, and while 
they do not endeavour - to reclaing 
wicked Perſons, be involved firft'y 
their Gu//z, and then in their? 
demnation. 4 


Now to make this Execution ofthe 
Law ſucceſsful to the Reformation" 
a ſinful'People, it ought to be (1.) m- 
partial, to be dealt with an equal hand 
to all, in proportion to their Deſerts ;" 
that Favour may not excuſe one, 1#- 
terceſſion protet another, and Tntere) 
bribe off a third ; for where Partza- 
lity varies the edge of the Law, Men 
will -venture to offend in profpect 'of 
fliding arp the hand of Juſtice ; 
or if they ſuffer they will regard it 
not as a juſt efte of the Law, that 
is apt to reclaim them, but as a piece 
of ſpite in the Magiſtrate to their par- 


ticular Perſons, which does but exa/pe- 


to 
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to be ſteady and conſtant, to be purſued 
by fix'd reſolutions and permanent en- 
deavours, and. not to return. by Fits 
and 7ztervals only. For there are theſe 
two Evils.in this, the ove; that what 
&.thus unſteady ſeems to be only the 
ettect of Paſſion and ſudden warmth, 
which is always a ſign of Weakneſs, and 
cannot. command that reſpect which 
will follow Conſtancy and ſtable Pros 
ceedings: And the other, that when 
il Men find.a remiſſion of Diſcipline 
after a fit of Seyerity, they are apt to 
fancy they have got the better of the 
Magiſtrate and the Law, that the one is 
weak, and,the.other weary, and both 
conquer'd; and then they are ready not 
only to commit Wickedneſs, but to. 
triumph in. it too. (3.) It is highly 
requiſite, that it be carried on by united 
Counſels, and: that thoſe who are en- 
! gag'd in the Work do agree to uſe the 
ſame Methods : For if they difler, wic- 
ked Men will unite, and will be apt to 
{ct up the Example of oe in oppoſt- 
tion to. the Proceedings of another, 
"0 "2 *—_— 
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and by that means weaken'a#; where- 
as an Uniformity in Methods carries 
_ along with it its Juſtification as regular 
and approved, and' defends the Pro- 
| ceeding of one Magiſtrate” by the 
| P-- 


PLA 


Concurrences of the reſt. 


2. The ſecond branch of the Ma- 
gibeare's Duty will be to ſhew a good 
xample himſelf; for Mankind 1s fo 
made, that it will always be 'more in- 
fluenced by Example than by" Counſel 
or Diſcipline. And if Magiſtrates will 
be 'Swearers , "Drunkards, *Sabbath- 
breakers, . Lewd" and © Prophane them- 
ſelves, they as correft other Men if 
they will, but they can never reform 
them ; their Zypocrife will give more 
encouragement to Vice than their Au- 
thority can give Terror to it. Tis a 
Good Life only that will make their 
Severity wholefon and convincing, and 
in truth, were that exemplary and con- 
ſpicuous, wonld make it almoſt /ele/s 
and unneceſſary ; for would thoſe who 
are in Authority confpire in /cading the 
F Way, 


— 
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Lives that -the-fear of God is" before 
their eyes, and a love of goodneſs in 
their hearts; they would .{catter Un- 
righteouſneſs with their eyes, wou Id 
ſhame Wickedneſs out of the World, 
and have very little occaſion for the 


Sword they bear. 


3. The laſt part of the Magiſtrate's 
Duty will be, to give all due Excourage- 
ment to thoſe who bring Profligate 
Perſons to Legal Chaſtilements ; to 
dire them where they may doubt 
of any part of their Conduct, to ex- 
c#ſe ' them in innocent Miſtakes, to 
teach them the moſt regular Methods, 
and to protett thetn when Wicked 
. Men would intimidate or perplex them. 
He that is in Authority may do a great 
deal of good by this means, and 1n- 


creaſe the number of-thoſe who are. - 


willing to- ſerve God and the Publick 
in bringing Offenders to Juſtice, Such 
Men as theſe, though hearty lo- 


vers of good Diſcipline, yet utually 
are 


they mianifeſt 'in their 
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, and tre: 
Lerfy. ] ry hard to bear 
up aſt: ſuch diſc dwragements, as 
theſe, and Men even bf good inclina- 
tions, will rather fit ſtill' and endea- 
vour to be good themſelves , than 
take a"great deal of pains to bring 0- 
thers to be reformed, and have nothing 
but Checks) and rough Treatment for 
their laBour. 1f,. there be any . Magi- 
firates who have been guilty of ſome- 
thing of this nature, 1 pray God for- 
give them, for tis a very great obli- 
quity. Nothing-can make Viee more 
bold, than to diſcourage thoſe who en- 
deavour to ſuppreſs it ; and nothing | 
is more likely to animate a People to 
riſe up vigorouſly againſt the Wicked, 
than-to have the countenance of thoſe 
in Authority for their encouragement, 
and to meet with approbation from 
their Governours, not only when they 
are good themſelves, but when they 
endca- 


(2.) But-though the Magiſtrate 
have the greateſt ſhare in this Matter, 
the People are not without their Porti- 
on, and there 1s ſcarce a ſingle Man. 
in a Community but may contribute 
ſomething toward a general Reftorma- 
tion of Manners ; for 


I. Every 


I. Every private erſon: 17 

form his own Life , and be e.2 gO 

ample to" his: Neighbor $, may. make 
it appear by" the conſtant Tenor of his 
Actions that he fears God, V 
Vertue;; and this: will have ſome 1 
fluence on thoſe who are neat him. 
Did every. Man reſolve but upon ſo 
much as this, the Wark were done,s 
but if any confederab/e Namber do, 'tis 
at leaſt well begun ; or a'-we have no, 
Company, our labour will ot be i | 
in the Lord, our Deſign will» be ' ap- 
proved b him that k NE 
and we ſhall in-#0 wiſe"Joſe. 


2. There is not any Man fo mean, 
but he may further this Work by his 
fervent Prayers to Almighty God, that 
he would ſend out a Spirt of Refor- 
' mation among us, and raiſe up [n- 
feruments for the carrying of it on ; 
and bleſs them in their honeſt endea- 
vours. God will have reſpe& to the 
pious Requeſt even of a ſingle Perſon, 
and the fervent Prayer of one righte- 
0#5 max may avail much.  }, There 
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3: Thereare but very few but what 
have Servants, Apprentices, Chileresn, 
or Relations, whom: they. may influ; 
cace; and. if they. will, do, what they 
cant to mould an encline theſe to Re- 
ligion- and Morality, ” make. them 
Sober, Conſcientious and ZZoneſt Men, 

and to create in them. a dread of So Sin, 
and a hatred, of. ill Courſes, the Leſſon 
may | /pread,. and many in, the yk 
and more in.che next Age, may be 
better for it. 


Als = Man has fome Neighbours 
= Acquaintance, and Familiars ; Per- 
ſons near whom he lives . or with 
whom.. he -converſes: and 'trades, and 


U thoſe may be mov'd by his kind Advice, 


' this ſeaſonable Diſcourſe, or the intereſt 
of his Buſineſs, and many. other. ways 
which Converſation will fhew, and 

the common intercourſes of Life lead 

2 Man to; This however any. one 

may .do to his Neighbour, AdmoniſÞ 

him kindly, ' and give him a brother- 
ly Reproof, when bh ſees him plain- 


ly 
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ly go on in ill Courſes; and if he 
ocs it out of a Chriſ#zan Principle, 
the Manner will ſhew it; : his kindneſs 
will appear in his gentle and affeio- 
nate treatment of his Brother, and he 
will ſeldom diſoblige him ; ſuch a 
charitable Addreſs is a very fit means 
to. ſave his Neighbours Reputation, 
reclaim him from ill ways, and gain 
his Aﬀection ; which are ample Re- 
wards for this neighbourly Office. 


5. But if theſe kind Methods will 
not ſucceed, or if Perſons are grown 
profeſſedly Lewd, then at leaſt every 
Man has power to rform the Magj- 
ſtrate, and call in the Aſſiſtance of 
Authority for ſuppreſſing the "Evil. 
-And this'T take Men are more oblig'd 
to, than they commonly imagine ; 
every body ſhould do ſomething to- 
ward ſo Gezeral a Good, they that can 


- anfluence others themſelves; - ſhould 
"take all opportunities of doing it, but 


"they that cannot, ſhould at leaſt help 


to” lay open the Evil; and bring the Pa- 


tient 


tient where he 'may find. ar cure? 


"This I know is an 'Office+that abun= 


dance of thoſe that wiſh well to+a 
Reformation are yet very tender of 
engaging in ; Modeſty and good Na- 
ture, and a fear of Cenfure, with-hold 
a great many hands from intermed- 
ling' in-this Afﬀair , which- if they 
were employed, might do God, the 
Pablick, and themſelves 'a great deal. 
of: ſervice this way,” and therefore it 
may not'be' amiſs to repreſent to them. 


- (r.) That if there be none that 
will Jete&# Offenders, and bring them 
to the "Magiſtrate, the Laws againſt 
Vice are. utterly in-vain:and to. no- 
purpoſe; tis as good have no*Laws, 
as'no Execution of them ; and exe- 
cutcd  they* cannot be, if there be-na 
Accuſer to Proſecute, and no: Witreſs 
to . prove the Offence: The People 
are as much to blame, if they do not 
bring-Criminals to - Juſtice , - as: the 
Fudge , would be if. he-let them! ;g9' 
unpuniſh'd when they were brought : 

i * For 
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For-1in © Gbvernment the Magiſtrate 
s indeed the Hand of the.People, ;but 
the People are/the Eyes: of the Ma- 
giſtrate; - and if - they, will--not be 
watchful, they are as much to. Thotue 
as he, if he-be-not vigorous. 


w7 2.) It: will be. granted chew: that 
'tis' neceſſary to Inform; 
it- will be contended, that -it\is/an 
harſh and. an i/-natur'd thing.” Nag 
tis-the-»quite contrary. in-.our-preſent 
Caſe; it is the moſt Charitable Office 
2: Man can 'do for a protligate Per- 
ſon;..tis the -only. way to vegin his 
amendment; ;| and ,a' moderate - Cor- 
econ Lere-mayrfave bins , -who-/if 
be were unregarded, would run blind-: 
told into: eternal Miſery. If a Man: 
would be rechim'd-by a» private Re 
proof and g kind Admonition, think 
i would; be a- harſh thing -to- bale: 


him 0 the! 75ibonal;/ or it a Punith- 


ment . were exceſſive and unreafonable, 
good Nature /wouldinot perſwade us 
ro © > the HagounIOn.; but, God: 
Le 


but | lt 
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be thanked, our-Laws are not. Tyran- 


vice, and the Puniſhments awarded 


by them againſt our. common Vices, 


are only tfuch 2s may be truly call'd 


Fatherly Ghaſtiſements, ſuch as are apt 


to make Men :think and be reclaim'd. 
and not fuch as tortere- or wado them ; : 


and-therefore to+be inſtrumental in 
applying theſe to-Perſons who -want 


them,' who are inſenſible of their own 


Duty, and the. Conſe! -of good: Men, 


| is'\not harſh or ;4-natur'd, but 2 truly: 


Chatitable and Chriſtian -Employment. 
+ (3.) The only thing then to be plea- 


ded 15; that it is atleaſt a difhonowrable: 


Office to: Inform ; and this | believe 
is the great Bugbear that affrights Mcn 


 fromthis neceſſary and charitable Work. 
Now here I will grant, that it is dif-- 


honourable, 1. To Inform againſt my 


Neighbour and trouble him with C7-- 
tation and Proceſs only to revenge ſome: 


private-Jnjury,” arid to -gratifie a: pre- 
ſent” Spleen or an an old Grudge ; for 
here it is: plain, that 'tis Malice to 

my 


0 
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my" Brother, not regard to the Law, 
that is/ the Spring” which 'moves me: 
2. To intrap weak” Perſons into a 
breach of 'the Law;' and then triumph 
over" their Weakneſs and diſcover their 
Shame ; this indeed" has 'a great deal” 
* of the Temprer in'it, and ought 'to 
be had'in' deteſtation- 3. To” bring 
Perſons” to Juſtice only that we' may 
be dverted by their Suffering, and. take 
delight in' their Smart ;* this'1s con- 
trary' to F/umanity,” which ſhould: al- 
wavs pity thoſe who ſuffer, and be 
ſorry for their misfortune, while it is 
neceſſitated” to corredt them | 4.' To 
protecute a Criminal only for:our own 
tatereſt, that we 'may gain the Reward 
which the Law ' propoſes : for "this 
is Selfiſh and Mercenary , and is what 
made the nzme of Delators and 'Sy- 
cophants of old deſervedly ſcandalous ; 
and the ſame thing: will always he 
ſcandalous ; they will never have the. 
reputation of a zeal for Juſtice and 
4 publick Spirit, who are only keen. 
upon their ſharefof Fires and Forfeis 
fures. OY But 
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But now, where none of all theſe 
are' the Moxives, but where Men are 
ated by a zeal for Religion and Good 
Maimiers, and a hearty concernfor the 
Welfare of the Publick and the Souls 
of Men, it is certainly a reputable 
_ honourable thing to find out pro- 

ate Perſons, and to bring them to 
yr ice : "Tis takin pains in the com- 
mon' Cauſe of God and Man, and 'tis 
def] piſing © Dificulties and Reflexions, 
which would obſtruct /uke-warm Men 
in the doing of their Duty. And 
this is what your Socierzes are juſtly 
to: be commended for, who do. not 
only manage themſelves with great 
Prudence, but- with a true Chriſtian 
temper ; firſt endeavour to -reform 
themſelves, and confirm each other 
in Vertue. and the fear of .God, and 
then witlfout Malice, or inſuaring 
Arts, 'with true compaſſon to Delin- 
quents, and freedom from all ſelfiſh- 
neſs in themſelves, labour to put vz- 
gor- into the Laws;-and render them 
effeftual to the great end for her as 
they 
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they were deſign'd, the giving -coun- 
tenance to YVertue, and the aboliſhing 
of Impiety and Diſorder. While the 
Taformer is thus qualified, he makes 
himſelf truly more honourable than 
the Judge himſelf... For tho” he that 
hears and gtves Sentence., muſt | be 
attended with the Pageantry and For- 
mality of Honour, to command : re- 
ſpeX tor the better execution of .his 
Office, yet he does nothing but: what 
he is by Law obliged to; whereas he 
that proſecutes the Criminal, engages 
in a voluntary ſervice to the publick, 
is 4 more generous Champion. for God 
and Goodneſs, and will be ſo eſteem- 
ed by the great Governour of the 
World., trom whom. all. Authoriy 

proceeds. 4. 


. But in the /a/* place, there is one 
thing. more . which may. relate both 
to Magiſtrates and- People to. forward 
this Work, and that-1s,' to-combine with 
each other andfprm themſelves into 
Societies , to carty Dit, on. with- the 
greater 
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greater Counſel, Strength and. Order ; 
and this ' Men would be ready to 'do,, 
if they. had but the ſame concern-for 
Religion and Yertue, as they 'have for, 
the [/Conveniencies of this life; for we. 
ſee” how . naturally' they form. thems 
ſelves into Bodies and - Corporations, 
for: themanagement of Commerce and 
the concern of civil Society; and I am 
ſure the-end and deſign of fuch- relz- 
; gious Combinations as theſe, is of much 
greater zmportance ; and that we: might 
hope for great Succeſs from them, 1 
ſhall not now trouble you or my ſelf to 
r= by Reaſon and Argument, Jou 
avemade it in fat evident by the great 
Service has been already done by -your 
Societies. How many viczous and ſcanda- 
lous Perſons have been derefted and pu- 
iſhed by your endeavours? How many 
of our Youth have been led into a ver- 
tuous. and a Chriſtian life by your 
Examples? And how many, who are 
willing to labour in the carrying on 
a general Reformatzon , arc direfed 
by Four Advice, forfeg by your Rules, 
PTIR <4 T and 
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and animated by your Succeſs > I am; 
methinks, in great hopes to ſee your 
excellent Spirit diffuſe it ſelf even to 
the remoteſt parts of the Nation, and 
to find your Societies propagated to 
that degree in all our Corporations, 
that Vice may at laſt be afraid and 
aſhamd, and that thoſe who will not 
think that Providence ſees them, may 
be apprehenſive at leaſt that theſe good 
Inſtraments. of Providence are watch» 
fuk over them. Could we once bri 
it to this, that Lewdneſs and Debau- 
chery were but aſhamed of the Cee 
fare of Good Men, and terrified by 
the Severity of the Law, a love of 
Vertue would ſucceed, Six would no 
longer be a reproach to us, but Righ- 
reouſneſs would exalt and enoble aur ' 
Nation. | 


May therefore 4imighty God, of his 
great Goodnels and Mercy, Bleſs'and 
Froſper you ; May you go on, flou- 
riſh and encreaſe;.. May the Laws be 
the Boundary, Pradence the DireFor, 

and 
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and Charity to the Souls of Men the 
Spring of -all your Actions ; May your 
Enemies be never any but thoſe who 
are the Enemies of God and Good- 
neſs, and may thoſe never have power 
over you, nor juſt occaſion to Aſperſe 
you; May you be daily ſucceſsful in 
winning over theſe Enemies to be at 
peace with you, and reclaimed by you ; 
and 'may you, with all thoſe whom 
you confirm 'in Godlineſs, or convert 
from the error of their ways , find 
your reward together in a bleſſed Im- 
mortality, where there is no need of 
Watchfulneſs or Diſcipline, but an im- 
mutable Loye of God, an uninter- 
rupted Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and a 
ſecure Enjoyment of the Society of 


- our bleſſed Saviour and his holy Saints, 


to all Eternity. Amen. 
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